Darbepoetin alfa: new preparation. Just a me-too: no advantage in anaemia of chronic renal failure.
(1) Darbepoetin alfa, an epoetin, is slightly more glycosylated than epoetin alfa and beta. (2) The clinical file on anaemic patients with chronic kidney failure shows no advantage of darbepoetin alfa over other epoetins in terms of efficacy or side effects (subcutaneous injections of darbepoetin alfa are more often painful). (3) The dosing schedules of epoetins have not been compared adequately. Dosing schedules should be adapted for each patient.